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Anna Zorina Gallery is pleased to present Alexander Kaletski’s solo exhibition
This Side Up featuring his latest series of cardboard paintings. In a world
where everything is upside down, the artist’s new oeuvre points in the right
direction. On the streets of New York, Kaletski finds cardboard boxes with
logos, tapes and advertisements and recycles the discarded materials into a
unique form of art.
Alexander Kaletski transforms graphic designs intended to market a product
into imagery that allows for the enjoyment of the cardboard surface rather
than its contents. The artist shifts the utilitarian purpose of the box into an
artwork that contains his creativity and wit. The subject matter is jubilant and
daring, reminding the viewers to reconsider the interaction they have with
the common material on a daily basis and to find joy in unexpected places.
The painting JFK and Marilyn not only depicts the complicated relationship
between the two titular subjects but also considers the mysterious history
that surrounds them both. As highly publicized individuals, their ethics are
often debated and continue to form polarized moral stances. Kaletski
represented this dynamic in the work by placing the figures at opposite
positions while also allowing for a cheeky reference to Marilyn’s infamous
skirt incident. Today, their roles as tragic heroes are undeniable and
underneath the aura of fame are hints of their fragile egos stenciled
throughout the background.
Where to? is a self-portrait that captures the artist’s playful attitude while he
raises the question with a nonchalant gesture and piercing gaze. Here he
blends an imperative “Drive” slogan into the imagery as a way of referencing
his own creative ambition.
Kaletski (b. 1946, Russia) lives and works in New York City. His works are
included in the permanent collections of the Voorlinden Museum in the
Netherlands, the Claryville Art Center in New York, the Museum of
Contemporary Art in Belarus, the Meeschaert Collection in France and the
Lynda and Stewart Resnick Collection in California.
For further information, please contact Marie Nyquist at 212-243-2100
or via email at marie@annazorinagallery.com.

